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What is The Conversation?

• Launched in the U.S. in October 2014
• Initial team of 8 editors has grown to 17
• Nonprofit – no advertising

• Free to read, free to republish
• Other editions in Australia, the UK, Africa, France, Canada, Indonesia


 
	



Made possible 
by foundational 
support



And contributions by members schools
The Conversation US began with 19 member schools. Today 

50 universities and research institutes support The 
Conversation as financial members to safeguard the current 

service and help us improve our coverage and features.



“As the president of one of 
our country’s leading 
research university 
systems, I believe it is now 
incumbent on the 
academic community to 
ensure that the work and 
voices of researchers are 
front and center in the 
public square.” 	
–Janet Napolitano, 
President 
University of California 
 
 

Academic	rigor,	journalist	flair	
Why write for the public? 



•  Enrich the public 
discourse 


•  Share knowledge held in 
universities 


•  Explain big problems, 
offer solutions 


•  Give academics a voice 
in scientific, cultural 
debates
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Why bring academics into popular media? 



•  Increase the visibility (and citations!) of your 
research, enhance your reputation and 
institutional prestige

•  Improve communication skills
•  Demonstrate public engagement and impact 

of your research and teaching to university
•  Connect to other colleagues for collaboration
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What’s in it for academics? 




•  All contributors are affiliated with academic institutions

•  Not traditional op-ed. Explanatory journalism.

•  An editorial collaboration between scholar + journalist/editor. 

Both sides must approve final copy. 
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How The Conversation is different 



Academic	rigor,	journalist	flair	 Who reads The Conversation? 

•  Monthly unique visits to site: almost 1.5 million 
•  Through republication: ~9 million reads per month ; 9.2 million in January 
•  Daily TCUS newsletter recipients: 61,000+
•  Dedicated audience development team promote stories with republishers + social



A map of local news outlets that picked up TCUS articles
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Local impact 
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What republishing looks like 





•  Online, real-time editor
•  Shared draft document pre-publication
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A collaborative editorial process 



•  Ability to have multiple authors
•  Track changes over time

Academic	rigor,	journalist	flair	
Easy revision process 
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Disclosure statements 
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Academic must hit “approve” 



Academic	rigor,	journalist	flair	
Every author gets an “Author Dashboard” 



Expert Requests 

•  Sent daily to Communications 

Team

•  Topics we’d like to cover, but 
haven’t yet identified the right 
scholar 


•  Rely on media relations’ deep 
knowledge of faculty to help 
us connect  


•  Contact us before writing
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So…where do we get our ideas? 



Let’s talk about pitching 

h5ps://theconversa:on.com/pitches/new	
	



	

• Is it of general interest? 

• Are you an expert on the topic?

• Is it timely?

• Can you cover it in 800-1,000 words?
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4 questions to consider 



	

• Write a paragraph summary of the piece to help you crystallize your idea

• Do not write before you’ve communicated with an editor – we’re more likely 
to accept a pitch than a full article
 
• Search the site: Have we already covered this angle? 
 
• How does your research add to the discussion already happening in the 
media? 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More tips 



What does 
your research 
contribute 
discussion of 
something 
that’s in the 
news now?
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Adding context to the news 



• Why now?
• An ongoing trend, an 

event, an anniversary?
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The art of the news peg 



•  Based on your expertise
•  Sharing cutting-edge 

scholarship with non-
experts

•  Can be embargoed 
research
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Reporting new research 
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Ranging from cutting edge… 
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…to basic explainers. 
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…to showing off your scientific process. 

What’s it like  
to be a scientist? 
 
If you could tell 
America anything 
about your job, 
what would it be?

 





The pitch form goes directly to 
the section editor and is the best 
way to get your pitch seen

This form is the first step in 
turning an idea into a story

Work with your great 
communications team!
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So… what are you waiting for? Pitch! 



Thank You! 
www.theconversation.com

Ari Fertig"
Manager, University Editorial Relations"
The Conversation US"
ari.fertig@theconversation.com

Follow Us
@ConversationUS

facebook.com/theconversationus



